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The book showed that two names had
been added after that of Baskerville. One |
was Theophilus Johnson and family, of New-
castle; the other Mrs. Oldmore and maid, of |
High Lodge, Alton.

“Surely that must be the same Johnson
whom I used to know,” said Holmes to the
porter. “A lawyer, is he not, grey-headed,
and walks with a limp ?”

“ No, sir, this is Mr. Johnson the coal-
owner, a very active gentleman, not older
than yourself.”

“Surely you are mistaken about his
trade ? ”

“ No, sir; he has used this hotel for many
years, and he is very well known to us.”

« Ah, that settles it. Mrs. Oldmore, too ;

I seem to remember the name. Excuse my
curiosity, but often in calling upon one friend
one finds another.”

“ She is an invalid lady, sir. Her husband
was once Mayor of Gloucester. She always
comes to us when she is in town.”

“ Thank you; Iam afraid I cannot claim

84



Second Report of Dr. Watson

him. Every day we hoped that he was
gone, but as long as he was there we could
not desert him. That is the whole truth,
as I am an honest Christian woman, and
you will see that if there is blame in the
matter it does not lie with my husband,
but with me, for whose sake he has done
all that he has.”

The woman’s words came with an intense
earnestness which carried conviction with
them,

“ Is this true, Barrymore ?”

“Yes, Sir Henry. Every word of it.”

“Well, I cannot blame you for standing
by your own wife. Forget what I have
said. Go to your room, you two, and we
shall talk further about this matter in the
morning.”

When they were gone we looked out
of the window again. Sir Henry had flung
it open, and the cold night wind beat in
upon our faces. Far away in the black
distance there still glowed that one tiny
point of yellow light.
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eyes, gazing down the narrow valley before
them.

““ The company had come to a halt, more
sober men, as you may guess, than when
they started. The most of them would by
no means advance, but three of them, the
boldest, or, it may be, the most drunken,
rode forward down the goyal. Now, it
opened into a broad space in which stood
two of those great stones, still to be seen
there, which were set by certain forgotten
peoples in the days of old. The moon was
shining bright upon the clearing, and there
in the centre lay the unhappy maid where
she had fallen, dead of fear and of fatigue.
But it was not the sight of her body, nor yet
was it that of the body of Hugo Basker-

ville lying near her, which raised the hair
upon the heads of these three dare-devil
roysterers, but it was that, standing over
Hugo, and plucking at his throat, there
stood a foul thing, a great, black beast,
shaped like a hound, yet larger than any
hound that ever mortal eye has rested upon.
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